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ASH WEDNESDAY
18th February 2015

8.00pm St. Mary Magdalene, Longfield
Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes

A chance to join together during
Lent, to examine and reflect on

our faith in today’s world
as we prepare for Easter.

Why not join a Lent group for some discussion
and reflection? You will find details overleaf of the

various Lent Groups that are meeting this year.
Select which one suits you in terms of meeting time.



TUESDAY
7.30pm

Host: Nancy Coster - 41, Station Road, Longfield
24th February, 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th March
Leader: Lawrie Townson
Contact: 872256 to book a place

THURSDAY
11.00am - 12.00noon

Host: Parish Room, F & H Church Centre, Hartley
26th February, 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th March
Leaders:  Revd Jim Fletcher, Revd Dylan Turner
    & Revd Mell Jemmett 
Contact: F&H Office - 703819 to book a place

TUESDAY
12.00noon - 1.00pm

Host: Wendy Stiddard - 50, Chantry Avenue, Hartley
3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st March
Leader: Wendy Stiddard
Contact: F&H Office - 703819 to book a place

Over the last year, there has been an increased awareness of the plight of the 
poor and 2015 will be a particularly significant year for poverty.

Although some people feel the UK economy is picking up, this isn’t true for 
many. The number of people using foodbanks continues to grow. The Bishop 
of Truro and Frank Field MP chaired the all party parliamentary group which 
produced the report ‘Feeding Britain’ calling upon the government to 
eliminate food poverty in Britain by 2020.”Listen to God: Hear the Poor” was 
an initiative launched by the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Westminster last April when the Archbishops were encouraging 
churches to join them in praying for the work of the Church helping those in 
need.In May the Pope called on the United Nations to initiate a "worldwide 
ethical mobilization" that would address the plight of the poor. The 
Millennium Development Goals (agreed by the United Nations in 2000 and 
whose aim was to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger by 2015) are to be 
revisited and redefined in 2015.

For these reasons, Bishop James Langstaff and Bishop Brian Castle are asking the diocese to focus 
on Challenging Poverty in 2015.

The aims are to:
- Raise awareness of poverty (both overseas and at home)
- Understand the reasons for poverty
- Discover how God blesses the poor
- Explore how to respond to poverty
- Celebrate humanity
- Ask ‘what next?’ to ensure there is action as a result of the theme.

Communities and parishes are encouraged to explore the theme in creative, innovative and 
eye-catching ways, involving local communities where possible.

THURSDAY
8.00pm

Host: Jean Bentley - 56 Spring Cross, New Ash Green
26th February, 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th March
Leaders:  Susan Heads & Alison Harding 
Contact: 871637 to book a place


